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4. ETHIOPIC
Of Ethiopia or Geez, the literary language of Abyssinia, the
literature is for the most part comparatively late, being mostly of the
seventeenth-nineteenth centuries, and none earlier than 1400; the
books look older than they are. Those originally written in the
language are few, chronicles of Abyssinia being prominent; but of
the many translations from the Syriac and 'Arabic some preserve
texts otherwise lost or imperfect, and the Ethiopic Bible includes a
number of important apocryphal books.
The Museum is said to have the largest collection in Europe,
When James Bruce returned in 1775 from his travels, he offered to
the Museum the MSS. he had acquired. They were not numerous
nor, with exceptions, important, but Bruce characteristically valued
them at ^25,000, and the offer was naturally not seriously considered.
Apparently eight Ethiopic MSS. were in the Library when in 1846
the Church Missionary Society presented a valuable collection
numbering 74 volumes, after which the first special catalogue was
produced. Twenty years later the punitive expedition led
by Napier against King Theodore in 1867 provided an oppor-
tunity which the Trustees did not fail to take. They sent R. R.
Holmes to accompany the expedition and to search for MSS. On
the margh to Magdala he found few; but on the capture of the town
and the death of Theodore in 1868 a library of about 1,000 volumes
was found there, and these and many more were secured, it must be
.confessed, as loot. A selection of 350 was made by Holmes with the
assistance of Werner Miinzinger, a consul at Massawa. The bulk
was presented to the Museum by the -Secretary of State for India,
under whose authority Napier's operations were conducted, but
sixteen of some artistic merit (though no Ethiopic book has very
much) were sent to the Queen $ she retained six, and transferred the
remaining ten to the Museum.
Catahgus Codicum Manuscriptorum Qrientatium. Part III. 1847* By
C. F, August Dillmann, who also catalogued the Ethiopic MSS, in
the Bodleian.
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